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Direct and Indirect Objects

The following sentences contain ten direct objects and five indirect objects. Place the Direct Object in bold and Indirect objects in italics
1) Mr. Luis told us many interesting stories about his childhood in Puerto Rico

2) Yesterday’s mathematics assignment on decimals was very difficult, and no one in the class finished it. 

3) Allow yourselves more time for your homework assignments. 

4) Television viewers in our country can watch events as they happen in any other part of the world. 

5) Who told you that ridiculous story about the gorilla in the gymnasium?

6) A permanent member of the United Nations Security Council can veto any resolution.

7) The Panama Canal greatly shortened the trip by boat between Europe and Australia. 

8) Rudolph Diesel’s first motor exploded during his experiments and nearly killed him.

9) The jeweler, Mrs. Adams, offered me a hundred dollars for my pearl necklace.

10)  I brought her my antique silver bracelet, but she was not interested in it. 
Indirect and Direct Objects

· There are two kinds of complements which are affected by the action of the verb: the direct object and the indirect object. 

· The direct object receives the action expressed by the verb or names the result of the action.

· Dorothea Lange photographed farmers in the Midwest during the Depression. [Farmers is the direct object; it receives the action of the verb photographed]

· Lange built an impressive collection. [Collection is the direct object; it names the result of the action built.]

· Direct objects follow action verbs only. They answer the question What? or Whom? After an action verb.  Lange, in the first sentence, photographed whom? She photographed farmers; therefore, farmers is the direct object. In the second sentence, Lange built what? She built a collection; therefore, collection is the direct object.
· A direct object will never be in a prepositional phrase. 

· Practice with Direct Object

· The Cheyennes gave great respect to the older members of their tribe.

· We watched a performance of Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun.
· The United States celebrates several holidays on Mondays

· Cyrano wore a hat with a large plume.

· Are you helping or hurting the environment?

· At the end of the press conference, the mayor thanked the reporters for their patience. 

Indirect Object
· The indirect object of the verb precedes the direct object and tells to whom or what or for whom or what the action of the verb is done. 

· An indirect object will never be in a prepositional phrase.

· The speaker gave us her opinion. [Us is the indirect object because it tells to whom the speaker gave her opinion.]

· My parents bought our boat a new sail. [Boat is the indirect object because it tells for what my parents a new sail.] 

· (Notice that the sentences above a direct object as well as an indirect object.  This is usually the case. The indirect object normally precedes the direct object.)

· Practice with Indirect Object

· Her parents wired her the money she needed.

· They directed me to the nearest drugstore.

· Celia sent the landlord a check for rent.

· The guide showed the tourists the best places to eat.

· Someone deliberately gave us poor advice.

· Unfortunately, we had lost two of our tickets. 

· We sent our relatives some handmade Christmas cards. 
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